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Friends,
Our theme for this season of waiting is “Be Not Afraid.” It is derived from the biblical statement ‘Fear
Not.’ 'Fear Not' is found 365 Times in the Bible or maybe more! One for each day is more than enough
to communicate the message of confidence, God is with us! At Advent, we look forward to the birth of
Jesus or Emmanuel “God with Us”. Advent 2018 is an ideal time to consider what we believe as
members of the United Church of Canada. At Emmanuel United Church, we say that the New Creed
(1968) best expresses our faith:

We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

In the world around us, we hear fearful rhetoric
from world leaders, we are anxious about the
earth and the effects of climate change, we are
fearful about the future of the church, and we are
fearful
for
our
grandchildren
and
great-grandchildren. The experience of fear is not
to be dismissed. Our message of faith ‘be not
afraid” is a relevant one: as we choose hope, as
we look forward to the fulfilment of God’s reign of
peace, as we sing with Mary of the Joy of our
God, and as we celebrate Love being born into
our world. God’s love includes everyone and
God’s love is infinite and expansive and made
known in Jesus born into our world. We believe
that Jesus reveals God’s love to us, and that the
Spirit makes God’s love complete in the world, in
and through us.
So join us as we claim hope, look toward the
fulfillment of God’s Peace, express joy found in
God, and look forward to love being born again.
Advent Blessings, Rev. Roni

In upcoming newsletters, you will find pictures and available information on a variety of items located around
our church. These items have been ‘dedicated’ or ‘donated’ to Emmanuel throughout the years.
Trevor McKenzie
March 31, 1974 - November 16, 1993
Trevor was born with a neural tube defect that
resulted in paraplegia, he was also oxygen
dependent from age ten.
He faced many
chall \enges in his 19 years but who he was, was
not defined by his disability and the many
challenges he faced.

Trevor was always happy and often woke us in
his younger years with a “Good Morning the sun is
shining its time to get up”, the sun rises very early
in summer (I am not a morning person). As he got
older, we were wakened with a loud, out of tune
rendition of ‘Oh What A Beautiful Morning’.

Yellow was his favorite color and his very favorite
song was ‘You Are My Sunshine’ but most of all
he loved practical jokes, Snakes that popped out
of peanut cans and cameras that squirted were his
favorites. Reverend Rick paid a very fitting tribute
to Trevor’s sense of humor at his funeral by
donning a plastic bow tie that squirted water, and
included the words to the hymn ‘Give To Us
Laughter’ in his Eulogy.

Of the many things I learned from Trevor, the one
that stands out the most was that success is not
measured by how high your IQ is, what kind of job
you have; how large your house is or how physically strong you are. How many of us can say we
are truly happy with our lives? Trevor was able to
achieve, despite many obstacles, the kind of
success that many of us never achieve, the ability
to be truly happy.

It is because of Trevor that I came to Emmanuel,
when we moved to North Bay in 1977. I looked for a
church to attend, I called and visited some of the
churches and found that they all had stairs that
made it impossible for me to get Trevor to the
Sanctuary. I gave up and we did not attend church
except when we visited family in Mattawa where I
had help to carry him and his wheel chair up the
stairs. When Trevor was eight, we moved to West
Ferris and I discovered Emmanuel. I once again
made the call expecting the same response. I spoke
to Reverend Don Daniels and explained my situation
and I will never forget his words to me. He said “You
bring him, and we will get him upstairs” and so I did.
Several of the men, Ron, Merlin, Dalton, Norm, Bud
and others carried Trevor in his chair up quite a long
flight of stairs, Trevor looking terrified and white
knuckling it all the way up and I’m sure the guys felt
the same way, but as time went on the fear
lessened as Trevor was gently and safely set down
at the top of the stairs. This continued until the
issues with the structure arose and service was held
in the basement. (Yay no more stairs) and then
came the move to this location and we moved into
the apartment building and going to church was now
as simple as going through the link door and into a
fully accessible church.

Trevor loved to come to church and here at
Emmanuel he was accepted, loved and included as
part of the church family. When he was hospitalized,
he was prayed for and received many cards and
visits. He attended Sunday school and Youth group
with Bud and Carol and was confirmed at this
church.

The dedication of the flower stands in Trevor’s
memory is appreciated and appropriate for someone
who always saw the beauty in life.
Lynda McKenzie,
loving mother of Trevor

EMMANUEL ANNUAL CHRISTMAS COOKIE WALK
Homemade Cookies
Baked just for you
Yum .. Yum .. Yum

Saturday December 8, 2018
10 a.m. to noon
in the Passmore Hall
$8.00 for a dozen cookies
$10.00 for a dozen squares

Proudly sponsored by the Finance Committee ; Visitation Committee
and other Emmanuel Committees, along with the support of the
entire church.

THE DOOR

Ah, now I know. I thought it couldn’t be me and just now I know the real cause...... it’s the door.
Ever walk into a room with some purpose in mind, only to completely forget what that purpose was?

Turns out, doors themselves are to blame for these strange memory lapses. Psychologists at the
University of Notre Dame have discovered that passing through a doorway triggers what's known as
an "event boundary" in the mind, separating one set of thoughts and memories from the next. Your
brain files away the thoughts you had in the previous room and prepares a blank slate for the new
locale.
Thank goodness for studies like this. It's not our age, it's that stupid door!

Advent 2018 Be Not Afraid!
Advent 1 December 2nd: We claim Hope!
Jeremiah 33: 14-16
Luke 21: 25-36
Holy Communion
Hymn selections:
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus VU 2
Wait for the Lord ! VU 22
Communion Hymn “All Who Hunger” VU 460
May the God of Hope VU 424

Advent 2 December 9th: We Claim Peace
(Intergenerational White Gift Sunday) Song of Zechariah VU 900
Luke 3: 1-6
Featuring:
Dramatic story-telling: Pippin the Christmas Pig by author: Jean Little.
All the animals in the barn know about Christmas. But it takes one little pig to show them what it really means.
A heartwarming nativity story of inclusion, hope and the true Christmas spirit. Children are welcome to participate.

Hymn suggestions:
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VU1
“ Let There Be Peace on Earth” Public Domain
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear VU 44
There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Calling VU 18
December 9th 7:00 pm
A Candlelight Peace Vigil “A message of peace and goodwill to all”
“To keep vigil is deeply human: to gather by candlelight after a disaster; to protest, peacefully, in places of
power; to wait for the birthing of God’s Reign of Peace. Acts of vigil share both prayerful lament and a posture
of watchfulness; the waiting is not passive, but actively beckons light in the midst of shadow. It is both a reminder of what is most important and an insistent act of hope.
As a season of preparation, Advent is a time ripe for keeping watch for the revelation of God’s Peace. We
keep vigil for the Christ who comes again and always, to stand with us against powers and principalities and
expose systemic injustice. With Mary, Joseph, and those who witnessed the birth, we watch for that same
star to lead us home. And at the same time, we also are being waited for, watched over, strengthened, and
blessed.”
By—Rev. Andrew O’Neil, St. Paul’s United Church, Riverview, NB
Interfaith reflections, prayers for peace, peace songs and more.

Advent Three December 16th: The Joy of God is Our Strength
We welcome New members!
Isaiah 12: 2-6
Luke 1: 26-38 (Gabriel God’s Messenger)
Hymn Suggestions:
People, Look East VU 9
“All the Earth Is Waiting” VU 5 (practice)
“Joy to the World” VU 59
Special Music by: Jack Page and the Quartet.

Advent Four Sunday December 23rd: “Love is being Born”
Micah 5: 2-5 a
Luke 1: 39-45(47-55)
Hymn Selection
“O little town of Bethlehem” VU 64
“The Virgin Mary Had A Baby Boy” VU 73 (Soloist-Jack page)
“ My Soul Cries Out” MV 120
“Go Tell It On the Mountain”
Monday December 24th A Child Is Born For Us.

(7:00 pm)

Luke 2: 1-14, (15-20)
O Come All Ye Faithful VU60
Away In A Manger VU69
Hark the Herald Angels Sing VU48
Silent Night VU 67

TBD. Family Christmas Story: A Pick-up Nativity Pageant with
favourite Carols at a time that is convenient for young families.

Visitation Committee Opportunity
Some current members of the
Visitation Committee have
expressed their desire to step
down. If you like visiting with
members of our congregation,
in person or by phone, have
time, caring empathy and
respect confidentiality, your participation would be greatly
appreciated. We meet once or twice a year to touch base,
set the annual budget and encourage each other. We offer
in-home communion, during the week following
communion at church, to those who contact the church
office before Communion Sunday. We send birthday
cards to those over 80, get well cards and condolence cards
when we know about needs.

We also participate in the ANNUAL COOKIE
WALK. This year it is December 8 from 10 am
to sell-out.
Please contact Ruth Trottier at 705-474-8843 if
you have any questions or would like to join us.
Thanks for keeping the Visitation Committee
informed of your needs.
Ruth Trottier, Chair.

ARE YOU AWARE OF THE NEW BUS STOP?
You may have noticed
change in progress at the
front of Emmanuel.
Construction barricades
visible during the recent
Turkey Supper have
gone and a concrete pad
is in place. By the time
you read this newsletter
a new solar powered
transit shelter may have
been installed on this
concrete pad.

and shelter at both bus
stops on the other side of
Lakeshore Drive. The
bus stop shelters
for northbound
travel are at the
Metro driveway
or just beyond
“Timmies”
where one can
cross at a
signalized
intersection.

The new shelter
location will make it
even more convenient
for people to use North
Bay Transit to attend and
participate in events at
Emmanuel. There will
be shelter at our door

Buses from downtown
North Bay do arrive at
Emmanuel at 9:40 a.m.
(Marshall Park) and
10:15 a.m. (Junction) on
Sundays when there is 1
hour between buses.

The return Junction
bus would be at 12:35
p.m. or one could board

Marshall Park bus at the
Emmanuel shelter.
Travellers from the
south can be served by
the Junction bus arriving at 9:35 a.m. and
returning 12:15 p.m.

The new shelter location
was at the request of the
Board of Emmanuel
Village. It alleviates
safety concerns with the
previous bus stop location
and allows planned
signage, complementing
the church’s free standing
sign. This is another
example of the
neighbourly relationship
that has existed since both
were constructed as part of
Emmanuel’s “Village”.

Oh to be able to shop and avoid the ‘maddening crowds’,
snowy days, bitter cold and hopefully avoid anyone with
the flu!. The Finance Committee has the ideal way to do
just that.
Why not try our

GIFT CARD
FUNDRAISER

The card fundraiser is off to a roaring success. 17 families participated
and ordered 143 cards! We collected $5,890.00 in total sales and the rebate to
EUC was $278.74.
The card orders were distributed at church on Sunday November 18th.
What an amazing way to support EUC just by purchasing gift cards and using
them for your regular day to day shopping. Remember gift cards are great
Christmas gifts!
Our next order will be going out on Sunday December 2nd. Please have your
order forms and money ready to hand in after service. We will hand out order
forms on November 25th and extra copies will be available in the narthex.
Thanks to everyone for supporting this new venture and keep on shopping!!!!
Tina

From Your FINANCE COMMITTEE
This being the last Newsletter for 2018, hard to believe 2018 will soon be drawing to a close, your Finance
Committee would like to extend a warm and heartfelt wish for a very Merry Christmas. May your Christmas be
filled with all of the joy that family, friends and the season bring.
The annual cookie walk is fast approaching. May this fun(d) event be as joyous and prosperous as it has been in the
past. Thank you in advance to all you bakers for contributing to, we are sure, a successful event.
Our other major fund raising events – the Roast Beef and Turkey suppers – proved once again what can be achieved
when so many contribute of their time and talents. The overwhelming success of both events could not have been
possible with all of the workers, the contributors and the diners.
We are always on the lookout for innovative new fund raising ventures. The sale of gift cards is just such a
programme. Its launch has produced wonderful results. Thank you to all who have, and will participate.
Revenues to date have fallen short of our overall expenditure needs. The end of the 2018 tax year is soon drawing
near. Now is the time to make those special contributions to your church community to help
avoid deficit and to ensure you will benefit from a tax receipt for the current year.
A special thank you also goes out to all those new and sustaining PAR contributors.
Give your Finance Committee a Christmas gift by joining PAR. That would make us so happy!

Christmas is ——A happy hug, a cheery call,
A bright and merry mood.
A festive family gathering,
A day of gratitude.

A time to fill each other in
On all the latest news.
A chance to try a lot of foods —And then (for some) a snooze…

A season full of memories,
Traditions — old and new.
And the perfect opportunity
To say, “You’re special, “ too!

2018 Christmas Carol Singing Event
Sat. Dec. 15 at 1:10 p.m.
Would you like to brighten your Christmas Spirit & the
Spirit of others this Christmas season? Join the CL&W
Committee in our annual Christmas Carol Singing Event
on Sat. Dec. 15 , meeting in the church entrance at William St.
about 1:10 p.m. so we can get to Waters Edge by 1:15.
Following that we will go to The Empire to sing to a large group of
residents including some of our church members for 1:45.
We will also go to some of our congregation members homes to sing and when we are
done we will go back to the church for hot chocolate or mulled cider. This event is always
enjoyed by all as it lifts our Christmas Spirit.
We hope to have enough people to split into 2 groups after the Empire
so we can get to more people in their homes singing a few Carols at
each home. Please inform anyone on our committee or email Bud
McMartin at carolbud70@gmail.com or phone me at 474-8725
between Dec. 2 & 8 to tell me if you will join us.

‘GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY’ 50th Turkey Supper Results
Friday October 26, 2018

Results of the recently held 50th Turkey Supper at Emmanuel were the best ever.
Either as sit down in the dining area, or as take out meals, 555 meals were enjoyed.
27.5 turkeys were ‘saved’ for a total of $1,375.00
After all the invoices were paid, a profit of $6,749.79 was realized with a total profit of $8,124.79 being the final outcome.
All-in-all, a tremendously successful Turkey Supper.
To those who worked so diligently to make this a success, the Supper Committee would like to say a big “Thank You”.
And to all those who came to eat and enjoy, we hope to see you at the next Emmanuel Supper!
Emmanuel Supper Committee

LOVED CHRISTMAS HYMNS

MORE LOVED CHRISTMAS HYMNS

Meet Sheila Durand, your church secretary
Rev. Roni asked me to introduce
myself as there are people who
have not yet met me. I started as
Secretary at Emmanuel United
Church in May 2018 and am
enjoying this new experience.
I relocated to North Bay in June of
2017, starting early retirement
after a twenty five year career in
the Library field. I spent over 15
years in Northwestern Ontario,
before starting my career, as a
Chief Executive Officer /Chief
Librarian I worked in Elementary
and High school libraries as a Library Technician in Ear Falls and
Manitouwadge. During that time I
volunteered as a Library Board
Member and also ran a pre-school
story time at the public library. I
was involved with the Girl Guide
movement in several capacities,
and had a brief opportunity to participate in local amateur theater.

When I relocated from Northwestern Ontario I moved to Listowel,
in Southwestern Ontario, and
spent over seven years as the CEO
of a multi- branch Library system. I worked diligently to
achieve accreditation for this
North Perth Public Library system, something I had also accomplished at the Manitouwadge Public Library. I then spent four years
as CEO at Muskoka Lakes Public
Library, another multi-branch library system. While there I volunteered in an advisory role with the
Muskoka Chautauqua Reading
Circle, a group who design and
deliver multi-disciplinary artsbased
programs. I ended my
Chief Executive Officer /Chief
Librarian career after two years at
the Petawawa Public Library in
2017.

I chose to retire in North Bay as I
grew up in the area, graduating
from secondary school in Sturgeon Falls, and still have family
here in the community as well as
locally. My daughter lives close
by in Huntsville working in the
Mental Health field and my son,
who is a Sergeant in the Canadian
Military, has recently been posted
to London, Ontario.
I am enjoying my role as your
Secretary and feel confident that
my senior managerial experience
in a public library setting will continue to be an asset in this role.
I look forward to meeting all of
you and remind you that the
Church Office hours are Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
9am to 1pm.

.

Thank you to all who have brought their books in and to
those who have bought them by paying what you please. The
UCW has collected $263.70 up to the end of October, 2018.
We certainly appreciate this windfall.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Through prayer, faith
and the help of the community, Emmanuel UCW hosted the
Stocking Tea & Bazaar 2018. It was wonderful to see new
helpers and old friends. A new idea in biscuit making
resulted in a faster finish but destroyed a serving tray.
Though we were competing with other churches’ events, our Craft
and Bake Sales were higher than last year. About 70 people came
for the Tea and biscuits. Leo Comeau won the door prize.
Thank you.

Bible Verses Countdown to Christmas

The Last Presbytery Report

This is a very simplified version of a very complicated process.
North Bay Presbytery Meeting in South River on Sept. 19, 2018, Manitou Conference Annual General
Meeting at St. Andrews and Trinity on Oct. 19 and Oct. 20th (last one ever), and the monthly Mission
Presbytery Meetings have all been abuzz preparing and trying to decipher our New Church Structure.
As of January1st, 2019 we will be officially part of Region 6. A name is being sought for our Region.
Region 6 is comprised of 78 pastoral charges.
All pastoral charges in Manitou Conference;
All pastoral charges in Algoma Presbytery;
All pastoral charges in the Eastern Time Zone portion of Cambrian Presbytery, save Atikokan PC.
We have 4 staff members from Manitou Conference (so far) employed under the new structure. The
Manitou office at Omond Memorial Church will remain in use as Region 6 office or the name that is
decided for the region. They have just signed another 2-year rental contract.
All our monies from the various areas of finance have been transferred to Region 6 as we are Region 6!
Other Presbyteries have also transferred their resources.
Presbytery Meetings will no longer happen, but meetings called ‘Clusters’ will focus on areas of interest
and need. Our Mission Committee of Presbytery has already agreed to meet in January. The feeling
that the work many of us do in Greening, Right Relations, Indigenous reconciliation, and other social
justice issues are important and need to continue. We will look at ways to connect and share with the
other distant parts of our region.
In January, you will need to elect one member or members (not certain of number) to represent
Emmanuel United Church in our new structure. I will put my name forward. Thank you for putting
your trust in me to represent you and for the benefit I have gained from the sharing of our often
mutual interests and involvements. I remain the representative for the United Church on the Faith
Group (includes one Anglican rep and one Roman Catholic rep) for Reconciliation North Bay Group at
the University and for the Urban Circle at the North Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre
Respectfully Submitted: Janie Clayton, Presbytery Representative (until Dec. 31)

Exciting Announcement!
On October 3rd, 2018, MPP Victor Fedeli announced that 12 spaces will be
created in a specialized day program with the Alzheimer's Society of North
Bay. “These essential programs will help to improve the quality of care and
support services for those living with Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementias as well as their care partners in our community who are living the
dementia journey,” says Stéphanie Leclair, Executive Director Alzheimer
Society Sudbury-Manitoulin North Bay & Districts.
The Alzheimer Society is offering many Health Promotion Programs in the
community for person’s living with dementia. The Urban Poling Program
has been moved to the Northgate Square, due to the colder weather. Chair
Yoga and Minds in Motion are taking
place at Empire Living Center and the Art
Program is being held at our North Bay
office until January.
If you would like more information on
these programs or interested in becoming
a volunteer, please contact our office
Phone: (705) 495-4342
Email: mraymond@alzheimernorthbay.com

IN NEED OF TRANSPORTATION?
Living in North Bay and area, seniors often find that there are times when they require
transportation to attend medical appointments. This can be a stressful challenge for the
senior and their family. Some folks have family or friends willing and able to drive them
to appointments, but for others there are few options. A short phone call to one of the
following may solve that problem.
The Canadian Red Cross provides
transportation service for those in need,
such as elderly or disabled in the
community, who are unable to use public
transportation or private means. Our
service keeps people connected in their
community by providing affordable transportation to
social gatherings, escorts to medical appointments or
even for a shopping excursion. With a combination of
cars and mid-sized vans, as well as accessible vehicles,
we have the transportation service delivery and
coordination expertise to meet your community’s
transportation needs.
For more information call 705-472-5760 about this
service, associated fees (if applicable) and other Red
Cross Community Support.

For Cancer patients who require
transportation to cancer related
appointments in Sudbury and or
out-of-town, contact the local
North Bay office at 705-472-9072
for more information.
Canadian Cancer Society Office
705 - 472-9072.
There may be a one time fee.

For local (within North Bay) appointments you can contact ….
Red Cross Seniors Transportation - 705-472-5760.
For out-of-town appointments, or seniors living in outlying areas such as Callander,
Powassan, etc., you can call …
East Parry Sound Community Support Services Program - 705-724-6028

Are you aware that the
church sends out a
weekly NEWSFLASH
via email. If you are
not receiving this
NEWSFLASH and
would like to receive it,
contact the church
office to be sure that
they have your correct
email address.

SCENT-SITIVE … Scented products
can aggravate health problems for
some people with medical conditions.
Please, in consideration of others,
please do not wear scented products.
Your cooperation is appreciated.

Next newsletter will be available
on January 27th. All submissions
and articles required prior to

2:00 p.m. Jan. 20th.

If you no longer wish to receive the Emmanuel Newsletter, please contact either the church
office at 705-472-1806..or.. Karen Carmichael at 705-472-5444 or by e-mail to carmichl@efni.com
Visit our website at www.emmanuelunitednorthbay.ca
Comments, concerns and suggestions are always welcome.

If you no longer wish to receive the
Emmanuel Newsletter, please contact the
church office at 705-472-1806 to have your
name removed for the mailing list.
Thank you, editorial staff.
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