
 
 

WE GATHER 

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH. 

 JANUARY 3RD 2021 
 

Territorial Acknowledgment: 
 

Welcome: 
 

Call to Worship & Opening Prayer 

We proclaim the birth of our Saviour, sent to nurture and guide us 

Jesus, Emmanuel, the promise that God is with us. 

In hope, we follow. 

We celebrate the wonder of Jesus, sent to heal and transform us.  

The Messiah, our heavenly, Lord. 

In awe, we follow. 

We worship the light of the world, sent to guide us forward:  

Jesus, born of God, our eternal grace. 

In faith, we follow. 

May God lead us in the New Year to know God’s will and Jesus’ 

Way.  
 

Written by: Gill Le Fevre, Walton Memorial U.C., Oakville,  ON. The Gathering A/C/E 2020/21 (Year B) 
 

Opening Prayer: 

In the year gone by, in the year to come, 

and right at this moment, 

You are with us, Holy God! 

Thank you! 

For your leading and loving, 

for your teaching and caring, 

for your changing love at work in all of us, thank you! 

In your love, you hold all creation. 

In your hope, you give new life. 

In your peace, you begin again! 

So, for the year gone by, for the year to come, 

and for this moment right now, we declare, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Thank you, Holy God! Amen! 
 

Written by: Richard Bott, Vancouver, B.C. The Gathering A/C/E 2020/21 (Year B) 

 
 

 

Opening Hymn: “See amid the Winter’s Snow” VU#76 
 

Prayer of Confession (VU#66): 

As once you came in the hush of darkness, O God,  

so still our hearts now. 

Make us wise with the wisdom of a little one, 

that grace and truth might be born afresh in us. 

Let not our hearts be busy inns with no room, 

but doors open wide to welcome a Holy Guest, 

Who is Jesus Christ, alive with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.   
 

WE ENTER INTO GOD’S PRESENCE 
 

The Word 

One: Your Word is a lamp to our feet;    

     All: And a light on our path. 

     Give us grace to receive your truth in faith and love. Amen. 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Epistle Reading    Ephesians 1: 3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world 

to be holy and blameless before him in love.  

He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious 

grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.  

With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth.  

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 

according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 

to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope 

on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when 

you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 



 
 

believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as 

God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

One: Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

     ALL: Come and pray in us Holy Spirit. 
 

Gospel Reading   John 1: 1-18 

The Word Became Flesh 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 

the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his 

own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 

but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John 

testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who 

comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 

was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 

Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close 

to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

One: This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

     ALL: Glory to you O Christ.  
 

Reflection: “Full of Grace and Truth.” 
 

Announcements: 

 

Invitation to offer of ourselves:  
 

Offertory Blessing: 

Ever-loving God, we come to this New Year 

 with hopes and dreams, fears and doubts. 

As we step across the threshold of this New Year, 

may we have confidence in your abiding presence 

in all the myriad aspects of our lives.  

Open us to all the possibilities and promises  

 that a new year can bring. 

In gratitude for your many blessings, 

we bring our gifts before you now. 

Bless them so that they might be instruments of your light and glory 

in the world. Amen. 
Written by Joanne Carlson Brown, Abingdon Worship Annual, 2019. 
 

The Memory Candle: 
 

Prayers of the People: 
 

SENT TO SHOW CHRIST’S LOVE 
  

Hymn: “All Poor Ones and Humble” VU #68 vs. 1 
 

Benediction: 

Go forth into the New Year, trusting in God’s promises 

seek the light.  

And may God, the alpha and the omega, 

be with you always.  

Now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you always.  

Bear witness to the one who reveals grace and truth! 
Written by Joanne Carlson Brown, Abingdon Worship Annual, 2019.  
 

Go now in peace.  Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 

Go now in faith, stead-fast, strong and true. 

Know God will guide you in all you do. 

Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there watching from above. 

Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year 2021! 

It has been a challenging year for all of us. 

But there is a light that never goes out.  

We will continue to affirm together, even when apart, that 

we share a common bond of gratitude, hope, and love.  

Blessings from Rev. Roni  

Excerpt from Wood Lake Publishing email 12/24/2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

395 Lakeshore Drive, North Bay, ON P1A 2C5 

Phone: 705-472-1806 

Email: emmanuelunited@cogeco.net 

Website:www.emmanuelunitednorthbay.ca 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EUCNorthBay/  

Twitter:https://twitter.com/emmanuel_united 

Rev. Roni EMERGENCY Contact: 1-416-271-5313  

Please note that Rev. Roni is off Monday &Tuesday. 

Emmanuel United Church shall be a caring,  
welcoming faith community, nurturing   

spiritual life and  sharing God's love  
and grace as experienced in Jesus Christ. 

EMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH 
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